Project 2010 "Socio-cultural investigations of economic conscience and behavior"
(Supervisor: N. Lebedeva)

It is under the schedule to conduct pilot study aimed to test new methods. Subject of the study is relationship of phenomena of economic conscience and economic attitudes with socio-cultural variables (values, religious identity, and social capital).

The study planned to be implemented in 2010, has 2 main objectives:
1. The main research aim is to develop a theoretical concept and culturally-sensitive methodology for investigation of economic conscience and behavior.
2. Creation of social picture of Russian population’s changing values against the background of people’s values from other countries.
In order to approve the newly created instruments, survey of 500 respondents from different

cultural groups of Russian society is under the plan.
 Research hypothesis:
1.  Phenomena of economic conscience and models of economic behavior are interrelated with socio-cultural factors (values, religious identity, and social capital).

2. The type of these relationships varied among representatives of different cultural (ethnic, religious) groups.
3. According descriptive hypothesis with respect to the planned analysis of basic and labour values, new results of correlations, in general, should confirm earlier findings. The hypothesis is based on the content similarity of new and old value indicators and on the expectation (perhaps too optimistic) that procedures by which data were collected are methodologically correct.

4. The main explanatory hypothesis is the assumption that there are different ratios of "country" and individual characteristics in determination of different groups of values. In terms of basic values, this hypothesis argues that the values of openness –conservation (открытость-сохранение) are mainly determined by the individual characteristics of respondents (socio-demographic, social status and etc.), and such values as self-transcendence-self-enhancement to a greater extent are determined by the characteristics of the country of residence. 

Expected results

1) Theoretical concept of economic conscience’s structure will be developed. 
2) Development of the theoretical ideas about relationship between culture and models of economic behavior will be continued. 
3) During implementation of the project new data on changes in Russian values in the last two decades will be obtained. We explain these changes due to replacement of social institutions, as well as fluctuations in the economic and propagandistic conjuncture. And we believe that presence of these changes is at variance with the widespread theoretical ideas about immutable Russian "cultural matrix", "cultural genotype", etc. The opposite theoretical paradigm (it can be called "a paradigm of value variability) is also promising since it allows us to put new scientific questions concerning the social processes and mechanisms of such variability.
4) Theoretically relevant set of facts about the global spread of evangelical Protestantism will be introduced into science, and on this basis theoretical conclusions about the role of religion in forming of values will be drawn.
