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The project aims to construct mathematical models of socio-cultural beliefs’ structures, which set the scheme of interpretation of the social world by representatives of different ethnic groups, relations and rules of conduct in these groups, and singling out the universal and culturally specific elements in the structure of these beliefs. The current concepts (theory of social representations, the theory of values, the concept of social axioms), which were developed to explain social behavior and the perception of social world, are complementary. But they don’t fully allow us to identify the reasons of social behavior of different ethnic groups’ members. The theory of social representations makes too much emphasis on private representations. While the theories of values and social axioms, seeking to identify generic factors that, regardless of culture, determines human behavior, are so abstract that they lose their explanatory value when they are applied for a particular culture. Taking into account findings of universalism approach, we propose that the concept of "socio-cultural beliefs" will have great potential for explanation of the social behavior of particular culture’s representatives. To implement the project a method for studying the socio-cultural beliefs was created. Beliefs were examined on various ethnic groups in multicultural regions of Russia. Empirical data were processed using multivariate methods of mathematical statistics. The use of these mathematical methods makes it possible to reveal universal and specific elements in the structure of socio-cultural beliefs of members of different groups, and to construct models of these structures.
